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Art Unit: 3622 



NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION REJECTION 



DRAWINGS 

1 . This application has been filed with drawings that are considered informal; however, said 
drawings are acceptable for examination and publication purposes. The review process for 
drawings that are included with applications on filing has been modified in view of the new 
requirement to publish applications at eighteen months after the filing date of applications, or any 
priority date claimed under 35 U.S.C. §§119, 120, 121, or 365. 



STATUS 

2. Claims 1-80 are pending. 



CLAIM REJECTIONS - 35 U.S.C. §103( a ) 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in a 
prior Office action. 



3. Claims 1-80 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103( a ) as being obvious over Yamanaka US 
2001/0016834 (Aug. 23, 2001) [US f/d: Dec. 6/2000] (herein referred to as " Yamanaka "). 

As per independent claim 1, Yamanaka (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 
5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7; FIG. 8; FIG. 9; FIG. 10; FIG. 1 1; FIG. 12; FIG. 13; FIG. 14; FIG. 15; 
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FIG. 16; FIG. 17; FIG. 19; FIG. 20; FIG. 21; FIG. 22; FIG. 24; FIG. 25; FIG. 27; FIG. 
28; FIG. 29; FIG. 30; FIG. 31; FIG. 32; FIG. 33; FIG. 34; and 1ffl[00l2]; [0015]; [ 0020]; 
[0023]; [0057]; [0059]; [0064]; [0066]; [0108]; [0137]; [0138]; [0139]; [0148]; [0171]; 
[0175]; [0185]; [0198]; [0206]; [0207]; [0208]; and [0209]) discloses: "wherein the 
content provider is a first party; electronically engaging in an activity . . . wherein the 
activity is performed by a content recipient on a second computer, and wherein the 
content recipient is a second party; and providing payment to a third party based upon the 
activity." 

Yamanaka 0|[0015]) discloses: "downloading the advertising information piece 
and . . . collecting an advertisement rate, which corresponds to the number of execution 
times of the digital content used by the user, from the advertiser and paying an execution 
fee, which corresponds to the number of execution times of the digital content to the 
holder. . . . " 

Yamanaka lacks explicit recitation of "posting a note on a first computer at a 
content provider . . . engaging in an activity related to the note. . . 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art that the disclosure of Yamanaka fl|[0015]) which discloses: 
"downloading the advertising information piece and. . . collecting an advertisement 
rate, which corresponds to the number of execution times of the digital content used by 
the user, from the advertiser and paying an execution fee, which corresponds to the 
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number of execution times of the digital content to the holder. . . . " (the Examiner 
interprets this disclosure as implicitly showing: "posting a note on a first computer at a 
content provider . . . engaging in an activity related to the note. . . ."; and it would have 
been obvious to modify and interpret the disclosure of Yamanaka fll[0015]) cited above 
as implicitly showing "posting a note on a first computer at a content provider . . . 
engaging in an activity related to the note. . . " because modification and interpretation of 
the cited disclosure of Yamanaka would have provided "a digital content billing 
system using a network in which a billing of digital content is easily performed. ..." 
(see Yamanaka flj[0010])) based on the motivation to modify Yamanaka "while 
accelerating the use of digital content and an execution fee for digital content is 
realiabley collected. ..." (see Yamanaka (1J[00 10])). 

As per dependent claims 2-5, Yamanaka shows the method of claim 1 . 

Yamanaka (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7; FIG. 8; FIG. 
9; FIG. 10; FIG. 11; FIG. 12; FIG. 13; FIG. 14; FIG. 15; FIG. 16; FIG. 17; FIG. 19; FIG. 
20; FIG. 21; FIG. 22; FIG. 24; FIG. 25; FIG. 27; FIG. 28; FIG. 29; FIG. 30; FIG. 31; 
FIG. 32; FIG. 33; FIG. 34; and ffl0012]; [0015]; [0020]; [0023]; [0057]; [0059]; [0064]; 
[0066]; [0108]; [0137]; [0138]; [0139]; [0148]; [0171]; [0175]; [0185]; [0198]; [0206]; 
[0207]; [0208]; and [0209]) shows content is provided by a "second party" and a "third 
person." 
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Yamanaka lacks explicit recitation of a "first party", a "third party" and a "fourth 

party". 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of all of the 
elements and limitations of claims 2-5 were well known and expected in the art by one of 
ordinary skill at the time of the invention, because it would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art that the disclosure of 
Yamanaka cited above implicitly shows all of the elements and limitations of claims 2-5; 
and it would have been obvious to modify and interpret the disclosure of Yamanaka cited 
above as showing all of the elements and limitations of claims 2-5 because modification 
and interpretation of the cited disclosure of Yamanaka would have provided "a digital 
content billing system using a network in which a billing of digital content is easily 
performed. . . . " (see Yamanaka flf[0010])) based on the motivation to modify Yamanaka 
'while accelerating the use of digital content and an execution fee for digital content is 
realiabley collected. . . (see Yamanaka flj[00 10])). 

Dependent claim 6 is rejected for at least the same reasons as claim 1 . 

Dependent claim 7 is rejected for at least the same reasons as claim 1 . 

Dependent claim 8 is rejected for at lest the same reasons as claim 1. 
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Dependent claim 9 is rejected for at lest the same reasons as claim 1 . 
Dependent claim 10 is rejected for at lest the same reasons as claim 1. 

As per dependent claims 1 1 & 19, Yamanaka shows the method of claim 1 . 

Yamanaka at least at (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7; 
FIG. 8; FIG. 9; FIG. 10; FIG. 11; FIG 12; FIG. 13; FIG. 14; FIG. 15; FIG. 16; FIG. 17; 
FIG. 19; FIG. 20; FIG. 21; FIG. 22; FIG. 24; FIG. 25; FIG. 27; FIG. 28; FIG. 29; FIG. 
30; FIG 31; FIG. 32; FIG. 33; FIG. 34; and M00 12]; [0015]; [0020]; [0023]; [0057]; 
[0059]; [0064]; [0066]; [0108]; [0137]; [0138]; [0139]; [0148]; [0171]; [0175]; [0185]; 
[0198]; [0206]; [0207]; [0208]; and [0209]) shows viewer interaction relating to 
electronic content and/or advertising. . . ." 

Yamanaka lacks explicit recitation of interaction comprising transfer/providing 
of information. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of transferring 
information elements and limitations of claims 1 1 & 19 were well known and expected in 
the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention, because it would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art that 
the disclosure of Yamanaka cited above implicitly shows all of the elements and 
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limitations of claims 1 1 & 19; and it would have been obvious to modify and interpret the 
disclosure of Yamanaka cited above as showing all of the elements and limitations of 
claims 11 & 19 because modification and interpretation of the cited disclosure of 
Yamanaka would have provided "a digital content billing system using a network in 
which a billing of digital content is easily performed. . . . " (see Yamanaka 0j[0010])) 
based on the motivation to modify Yamanaka "while accelerating the use of digital 
content and an execution fee for digital content is realiabley collected. ..." (see 
Yamanaka (1[[0010])). 

As per dependent claims 12-18, Yamanaka shows the method of claim 1. 

Yamanaka (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7, FIG. 8; FIG. 
9; FIG. 10; FIG. 11; FIG. 12; FIG. 13; FIG. 14; FIG. 15; FIG. 16; FIG. 17; FIG. 19; FIG. 
20; FIG. 21; FIG. 22; FIG. 24; FIG. 25; FIG. 27; FIG. 28; FIG. 29; FIG. 30; FIG. 31; 
FIG. 32; FIG. 33; FIG. 34; and HTf[0012]; [0015]; [0020]; [0023]; [0057]; [0059]; [0064]; 
[0066]; [0108]; [0137]; [0138]; [0139]; [0148]; [0171]; [0175]; [0185]; [0198]; [0206]; 
[0207]; [0208]; and [0209]) shows viewer activity relating to electronic content and/or 
advertising. . . ." 

Yamanaka lacks explicit recitation of activity comprising financial transactions. 
"Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of all of the 
financial transaction elements and limitations of claims 12-18 were well known and 
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expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention, because it would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art that the disclosure of Yamanaka cited above implicitly shows all of the elements 
and limitations of claims 12-18; and it would have been obvious to modify and interpret 
the disclosure of Yamanaka cited above as showing all of the elements and limitations of 
claims 12-18 because modification and interpretation of the cited disclosure of 
Yamanaka would have provided "a digital content billing system using a network in 
which a billing of digital content is easily performed. . . (see Yamanaka (lj[0010])) 
based on the motivation to modify Yamanaka "while accelerating the use of digital 
content and an execution fee for digital content is realiabley collected. ..." (see 
Yamanaka fl[[0010])V 

As per dependent claims 20-21, Yamanaka shows the method of claim 1. 

Yamanaka (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7; FIG. 8; FIG. 
9; FIG. 10; FIG. 11; FIG. 12; FIG. 13; FIG. 14; FIG. 15; FIG. 16; FIG. 17; FIG. 19; FIG. 
20; FIG. 21; FIG. 22; FIG. 24; FIG. 25; FIG. 27; FIG. 28; FIG. 29; FIG. 30; FIG. 31; 
FIG. 32; FIG. 33; FIG. 34; and W>012]; [0015]; [0020]; [0023]; [0057]; [0059]; [0064]; 
[0066]; [0108]; [0137]; [0138]; [0139]; [0148]; [0171]; [0175]; [0185]; [0198]; [0206]; 
[0207]; [0208]; and [0209]) shows viewer activity relating to electronic content and/or 
advertising. ..." 
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Yamanaka lacks explicit recitation of activity comprising downloading/accessing 
transactions. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of all of the 
financial transaction elements and limitations of claims 21-22 were well known and 
expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention, because it would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art that the disclosure of Yamanaka cited above implicitly shows all of the elements 
and limitations of claims 21-22; and it would have been obvious to modify and interpret 
the disclosure of Yamanaka cited above as showing all of the elements and limitations of 
claims 21-22 because modification and interpretation of the cited disclosure of 
Yamanaka would have provided "a digital content billing system using a network in 
which a billing of digital content is easily performed. . . ." (see Yamanaka fl|[0010])) 
based on the motivation to modify Yamanaka "while accelerating the use of digital 
content and an execution fee for digital content is realiabley collected. ..." (see 
Yamanaka fl|[00 10])). 

Dependent claim 22 is rejected for at least the same reasons as claim 1 . 

Dependent claim 23 is rejected for at least the same reasons as claim 1 . 
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Dependent claim 24 is rejected for at least the same reasons as claim 1 . 
Dependent claim 25 is rejected for at least the same reasons as claim 1. 
Dependent claim 26 is rejected for at least the same reasons as claim 1 . 

As per dependent claims 27-28, Yamanaka shows the method of claim 1 . 

Yamanaka (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7; FIG. 8; FIG. 
9; FIG. 10; FIG. 11; FIG. 12; FIG. 13; FIG. 14; FIG. 15; FIG. 16; FIG. 17; FIG. 19; FIG. 
20; FIG. 21; FIG. 22; FIG. 24; FIG. 25; FIG. 27; FIG. 28; FIG. 29; FIG. 30; FIG. 31; 
FIG. 32; FIG. 33; FIG. 34; and ffi|[0012]; [0015]; [0020]; [0023]; [0057]; [0059]; [0064]; 
[0066]; [0108]; [0137]; [0138]; [0139]; [0148]; [0171]; [0175]; [0185]; [0198]; [0206]; 
[0207]; [0208]; and [0209]) shows viewer activity relating to electronic content and/or 
advertising. . . " 

Yamanaka lacks explicit recitation of activity comprising redeeming/printing a 
coupon. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of all of the 
financial transaction elements and limitations of claims 27-28 were well known and 
expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention, because it would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in 
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the art that the disclosure of Yamanaka cited above implicitly shows all of the elements 
and limitations of claims 27-28; and it would have been obvious to modify and interpret 
the disclosure of Yamanaka cited above as showing all of the elements and limitations of 
claims 27-28 because modification and interpretation of the cited disclosure of 
Yamanaka would have provided "a digital content billing system using a network in 
which a billing of digital content is easily performed. . . . " (see Yamanaka fll[0010])) 
based on the motivation to modify Yamanaka "while accelerating the use of digital 
content and an execution fee for digital content is realiabley collected, ..." (see 
Yamanaka fl[[0010])). 

Independent claim 29 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as independent 

claim 1. 

Dependent claim 30 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 2. 
Dependent claim 3 1 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 3. 
Dependent claim 32 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 4. 



Dependent claim 33 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 5. 



Serial Number: 09/82 1 , 1 9 1 (Kenner et al.) 

Art Unit: 3622 



Dependent claim 34 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 7. 

Dependent claim 35 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 9. 

Dependent claim 36 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 11. 

Dependent claim 37 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 23. 

Dependent claim 38 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as 
claim 29. 

As per dependent claim 39, Yamanaka shows the method of claim 29. 

Yamanaka (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7; FIG. 8; FIG. 
9; FIG. 10; FIG. 11; FIG. 12; FIG. 13; FIG. 14; FIG. 15; FIG. 16; FIG. 17; FIG. 19; FIG. 
20; FIG. 21; FIG. 22; FIG. 24; FIG. 25; FIG. 27; FIG. 28; FIG. 29; FIG. 30; FIG. 31; 
FIG. 32; FIG. 33; FIG. 34; and M0012]; [0015]; [0020]; [0023]; [0057]; [0059]; [0064]; 
[0066]; [0108]; [0137]; [0138]; [0139]; [0148]; [0171]; [0175]; [0185]; [0198]; [0206]; 
[0207]; [0208]; and [0209]) shows posting electronic "content and/or advertising. . . 



Serial Number: 09/82 1,191 (Kenner et al.) 

Art Unit: 3622 

Yamanaka lacks explicit recitation of relating the posting of electronic "content 
and/or advertising" to a service. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of all of the 
"service" elements and limitations of claim 39 were well known and expected in the art by 
one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention, because it would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art that the 
disclosure of Yamanaka cited above implicitly shows all of the elements and limitations 
of claim 39; and it would have been obvious to modify and interpret the disclosure of 
Yamanaka cited above as showing all of the elements and limitations of claim 39 because 
modification and interpretation of the cited disclosure of Yamanaka would have 
provided "a digital content billing system using a network in which a billing of digital 
content is easily performed. . . . " (see Yamanaka (If [00 10])) based on the motivation to 
modify Yamanaka "while accelerating the use of digital content and an execution fee 
for digital content is realiabley collected. . . . " (see Yamanaka fll[0010])). 

Claim 40 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as independent 
claim 29. 

Independent claim 41 is rejected for the same reasons as independent claim 29. 
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Claim 42 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 30. 

Claim 43 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 3 1 . 

Claim 44 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 32. 

Claim 45 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 33. 

Claim 46 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 34. 

Claim 47 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 35. 

Claim 48 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 35. 

Claim 49 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 37. 

Claim 50 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 10. 

Claim 51 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 25. 
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Claim 52 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 26. 
Claim 53 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 1 1. 
Claim 54 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 12. 
Claim 55 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 13. 
Claim 56 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 14. 
Claim 57 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 15. 
Claim 58 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 16. 
Claim 59 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 17. 
Claim 60 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 18. 
Claim 61 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 20. 
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Claim 62 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 21. 
Claim 63 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 22. 
Claim 64 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 34. 
Claim 65 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 23. 
Claim 66 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 24. 
Claim 67 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 27. 
Claim 68 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as claim 28. 
Claim 69 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as independent 

claim 1. 



As per dependent claim 70, Yamanaka shows the method of claim 1 . 
Yamanaka (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7; FIG. 8; FIG. 
9; FIG. 10; FIG. 11; FIG. 12; FIG. 13; FIG. 14; FIG. 15; FIG. 16; FIG. 17; FIG. 19; FIG. 
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20; FIG. 21; FIG. 22; FIG. 24; FIG. 25; FIG. 27; FIG. 28; FIG. 29; FIG. 30; FIG. 31; 
FIG. 32; FIG. 33; FIG. 34; and MOO 12]; [0015]; [0020]; [0023]; [0057]; [0059]; [0064]; 
[0066]; [0108]; [0137]; [0138]; [0139]; [0148]; [0171]; [0175]; [0185]; [0198]; [0206]; 
[0207]; [0208]; and [0209]) shows posting electronic web "content and/or 
advertising. ..." 

Yamanaka lacks explicit recitation of the posting of electronic web "content 
and/or advertising, note" related to a "drag and drop" operation. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of all of the 
"drag and drop" elements and limitations of claim 70 were well known and expected in the 
art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention, because it would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art that 
the disclosure of Yamanaka cited above implicitly shows all of the elements and 
limitations of claim 70 and it would have been obvious to modify and interpret the 
disclosure of Yamanaka cited above as showing all of the elements and limitations of claim 
70 because modification and interpretation of the cited disclosure of Yamanaka would 
have provided "a digital content billing system using a network in which a billing of 
digital content is easily performed. ..." (see Yamanaka (If [00 10])) based on the 
motivation to modify Yamanaka "while accelerating the use of digital content and an 
execution fee for digital content is realiabley collected. ..." (see Yamanaka fl|[0010])). 
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Claim 71 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 69. 

Claim 72 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 70. 

Claim 73 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 69. 

Claim 74 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 70. 

Claim 75 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons 
independent claim 1 . 

Claim 76 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 75. 

Claim 77 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 75. 

Claim 78 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 75. 

Claim 79 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 75. 

Claim 80 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 75. 
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RESPONSE TO ARGUMENTS 

4. Applicant's arguments (filed 10/18/2004) have been considered but are not persuasive for 
the following reasons: 

Applicant's arguments are moot based on new grounds of rejection presented in 
the instant Office action. 

CONCLUSION 

5. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. 0. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Any response to this action may be sent via facsimile to either: 

(703)305-7687 (for formal communications EXPEDITED PROCEDURE) or 

(703) 305-7687 (for formal communications marked AFTER-FINAL) or 

(703) 746-7240 (for informal communications marked PROPOSED or DRAFT). 

Hand delivered responses may be brought to: 

Seventh Floor Receptionist 
Crystal Park V 
2451 Crystal Drive 
Arlington, Virginia. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John L. Young who may be reached via telephone at (703) 
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305-3801 . The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:30 
A.M. and 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber, may be reached at (703) 305-8469. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
305-3900. 




December 27, 2004 



